Hunters Woods PTA Meeting

January 7, 2009
The regular meeting of the Hunters Woods PTA was held on January 7, 2009 at the Hunters Woods Elementary School Library.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm by PTA President Susan Sather.

The December 3, 2008 meeting minutes were read and approved as written.

CORRESPONDENCE
We received many thank you notes in appreciation of the Sweet Shoppe and Entertainment Books and Adult Snack Room during Holiday Parties.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Susan Sather

Susan and Jennifer Arakelian continue to work on guidelines and descriptions for PTA positions.

At the suggestion of the Music Department, the PTA is handling the sale of pizza dinner for students and chaperones for next Wednesday's Band and Strings concert.  Performer's parents will help serve the food and the PTA should make a small profit from the sales.

In light of the expected larger deficits, it appears that cuts will be made deeper than even the Tier 3 in the initial proposed cuts.  Budget cuts currently eliminate the CETA program and will result in changes to our Strings, Band, and Art programs.  We encourage parents to send letters to the School Board and the Board of Supervisors, but don't think that a full scale effort could pay off to save our piece of the funding at this point.  If there is someone who is interested in heading up a larger effort, they will have our support.

Susan and Colleen Line are meeting next week to get review the process for sending out weekly E-Newsletters.  Colleen will send an email to PTA Chairs announcing deadlines for these weekly emails.

The PTA has purchased a new coffee machine that makes a single serving.  It was a success at the Adult Snack Room.  We are planning to set it up in the Teachers’ Room and offer coffee at $0.50/cup on the honor system.
Susan recognized and thanked the following volunteers:

Jeri Thomas for running the fantastic Sweet Shoppe

Room Parents and everyone else who helped make party day such a joy for the students

Nancy Mamros for coordinating the Entertainment Book gift to our teachers & staff

TREASURER’S REPORT
Pam DeLillio

December was a light month.  We have received invoices related to the Fall Book Fair, Word Masters, and after school activities.  Payments for these invoices will be mailed this week.  We still have outstanding invoices from after school activities and Original Works.

Grocery receipts are less than half of the total at this time last year.  Apparel sales are also under budget.

The Special Education expense line item, approved last month, was added to the budget.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Olivia Toatley

Thank you for the Sweet Shoppe, the Adult Snack Room and all the expressions of gratitude.

Thanks to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Reese, and Sheree Brown-Kaplan for their work with Inclusive Schools week.

Debbie Szymczyk has resigned in order to do her student teaching (at another FCPS school).  We are looking into hiring extra math support.

Three of our teachers – Ms. Le, Ms. Straw, and Ms. Shernoff - have been selected to work with a professor from Cornell on a project called ThinkBlocks.  ThinkBlocks help develop critical thinking skills.

Some JV Basketball players from South Lakes High School visited the school.  They will be working with students once a week.

The Saturday School for Arts is progressing.  Invitations were mailed yesterday.

The GMU band won’t be able to come at the end of the quarter due to obligations to the GMU Basketball team.

TEACHER’S REPORT
Cheryl Goodwin

The teachers thank the PTA and all the participating parents for the Sweet Shoppe and the Entertainment Books.  Thank you to the PTA for mini-grants.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Spelling Bee
Jennifer Arakelian

Next week is our 3rd & final prep session for the Bee.  We will be having a practice Bee so students can become familiar and comfortable with the procedures.  The Bee will be held on Thursday, February 5th, at Noon.  It will be broadcast on WHWE.  The winner is eligible to participate in the Fairfax County Spelling Bee.
Auction
Susan Sather
If there is anyone interested in chairing or co-chairing this event, please contact Susan.  We are looking for volunteers to:

visit or call 10 local businesses or visit stores at one local shopping center to present donation request letters

coordinate plans for the children’s dance party (schedule volunteers, contract with the DJ, coordinate food)

track donation requests, donation offers, and donations received

Campbells & Box Tops
Delta Pilgrim

Delta will hold a counting party on February 20th, from 7 – 9 p.m. at her home.

Adult Craft & Chat
Susan Sather
January’s craft & chat will be rescheduled to Thursday, January 29th, so it can be advertised.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

We received a response from the State PTA about our By-Laws change to add Executive Board.  They requested that we add designated duties/titles for each Vice President into the By-Laws change, and to number them in order of succession.  We numbered them alphabetically.  They are:  

	Succession Order
	Title
	Current Officer
	Email

	1
	President Elect
	(Vacant)
	presidentelect@hwpta.org

	2
	Vice President of Fundraising
	(Vacant)
	vp2@hwpta.org

	3
	Vice President of Technology and Communications
	Colleen Line
	vp3@hwpta.org

	4
	Vice President of Volunteer and Member Services
	Marina Matthes
	vp4@hwpta.org

	5
	Vice President of Ways and Means
	Jennifer Arakelian
	vp5@hwpta.org


NEW BUSINESS
Mini Grants
Susan Sather
1. Mini Grant – Pat. Small, school counselor, requests $285 for registration fees for 18 HWES student peacemakers and herself to attend the GMU Peer Mediation Conference on Wednesday, March 11, 2009.  Shashi Ravishankar motioned to approve the mini grant.  Marina Matthes seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, February 4th, 7:30 p.m., preceded by Principal’s coffee at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.



Kelly Rowell, Recording Secretary

The minutes were:

_____X____
approved as written

__________
approved as corrected

Date:
__February 4, 2009____________
