Hunters Woods PTA Meeting

February 4, 2009
The regular meeting of the Hunters Woods PTA was held on February 4, 2009 at the Hunters Woods Elementary School Library.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm by PTA President Susan Sather.

The January 7, 2009 meeting minutes were read and approved as written.

CORRESPONDENCE
none

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Susan Sather

The PTA-run sale of pizza at the January Band & Strings concert was successful.  We raised $200 and relieved the music teachers of having to arrange food for performers and chaperones.  Service was a bit chaotic as we were processing pre-orders up until the pizza arrived.  Next year we plan to have timed arrivals, pre-orders due with permission slips, and limited choices.  Students will be given color-coded tickets based on their order.

Susan spoke at the Band & Strings and Choral concerts to address budget concerns.  As a result a new committee was formed to deal with our response to the budget cuts.  Bo Lee is heading up this committee.  He may be reached at budget@hwpta.org.

Concerts and performances provide an excellent opportunity to communicate with parents.  In the future, Susan is planning to speak briefly at most performances to give parents an update about what the PTA does.

Susan spoke to the school board last month on behalf of the Hunters Woods CETA program.  The committee will be following up with talking points for parents to use in letter writing.

Hunters Woods is slated to have our bell schedule change next year IF the proposed bell schedule change is passed.  The proposal changes Hunters Woods’ hours to 9:20 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Waples Mill’s hours to 7:50 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.; Crossfield’s hours to 9:20 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Navy’s hours to 8:40 a.m. – 3:20 p.m.  South Lakes High School, Chantilly High School, and Oakton High School would change to 8:30 a.m. – 3:20 p.m.  Langston Hughes Middle School and Carson Middle School would change to 9:40 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  FCPS will have an online survey beginning next Monday at www.fcps.edu.  They are also holding a series of community dialogues to allow citizens to express their opinions on the proposed changes.  The schedule of community dialogues is available at www.fcps.edu.

The Art teachers are looking for equipment, for example wet saws, and funds to support the Artist in Residence program.  

Susan recognized and thanked the following volunteers:

Jennifer Arakelian for processing the orders for the pizza sale

Kelly Rowell for last minute pizza sale order updates

All the band and strings parents who helped serve pizza at the concerts

Andy Chopivsky and Cheryl Finley for the International Festival

Jennifer Arakelian and Kelly Rowell for the Spelling Bee

Susan Brownsword and Kelly Rowell for starting the School Supply process

Carol Forster for stepping in to manage the donation process for the auction

TREASURER’S REPORT
Pam DeLillio

Original Works wrapped up at $928 ahead of budget.  The Fall Book Fair fell slightly under budget by $371.  Box Top Income is well above budget by $1,009.  Year to date we have expended $2,151 of our $8,000 budgeted for Mini Grants.

Pam has filed for our sales tax exemption certificate and expects to receive it in a few weeks.  Pam is working to see if purchases made with personal credit cards and reimbursed by the PTA are eligible for the sales tax exemption.  The certificate will expire October 31, 2009.

Pam is also researching State regulations regarding fundraising for the Silent Auction.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Olivia Toatley

Thank you to Susan for speaking to the school board.  She did a wonderful job.  Please pay attention to the proposed bell schedule changes.

Mrs. Porter is becoming the Principal of Floris Elementary School.  Pat Christensen, former Principal at Navy Elementary, will be acting as substitute AP until March 31st.  We will advertise for the vacancy.  There may ben an in-cluster AP who would like to transfer.

We hired a part-time math resource teacher, Jina Welter.  She is a former HWES teacher and will be here Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  She will be working with the teachers doing some push-in and some pull-out math enrichment.  She will be located in Mrs. Downs’ former room.

The Arts Integration Celebration is being mounted now.  The third grade tableau performance will be on the first night.  We have invited school board members to attend.  Please encourage your friends and family to attend.  Mrs. Morris and Mrs. Negri are doing a great job coordinating the AIC.

Students participated in Martin Luther King, Jr. Day events at Reston Community Center.

We had an astronaut visit the school on January 21st.  Thanks to Rebecca Griffin for arranging his visit.

The Saturday School for Arts is hosting an open house on February 10th.  

One of our GT Center feeder schools will offer Level IV services next year.  This could affect the number of incoming 3rd grade students.

We have two sick colleagues.  Mrs. Foster suffered a stroke a few weeks ago.  Mrs. Defilippo had surgery Friday and will be recovering for 6 – 8 weeks.

TEACHER’S REPORT
Cheryl Goodwin

Thank you to Susan for representing us at the school board, especially with respect to CETA.  The CETA program makes our studies more interesting for our students.  The booklet she distributed was a wonderful idea.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Spelling Bee
Jennifer Arakelian

The Spelling Bee is tomorrow.  We’re looking forward to a fun event.  The students have worked hard to prepare and are excited.  The Bee will be broadcast throughout the school.

Auction
Susan Sather

Carol Forster is organizing our previous donors and local shopping centers and dividing them among her and two other volunteers to canvas for donations.  If you are willing to call and/or visit local stores and restaurants, please contact Carol at donations@hwpta.org.  Marina will be contacting teachers soon for experience donations.  Alex Rosner will be coordinating the basket workshop.
Campbells & Box Tops
Delta Pelgrim

Delta will hold a counting party on February 20th, from 7 – 9 p.m. at her home.  Contact Delta at boxtops@hwpta.org if you are available to help.

Saturday Academy
Susan Sather

The Open House is next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  The PTA is providing snacks and we could use volunteers to help serve.

Yearbook
Jennifer Davis-Heffner

The committee has received its new software and the students learning it now.  Orders will start next week.

3 For Me
Deb Kaspar

Names are going up on Friday.  Tracking hours has proven to be extremely time consuming.  We are using the honor system and recognizing anyone who pledged 3 hours.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

We received conditional approval to add 5 Vice Presidents.  We need to list titles and responsibilities of each Vice President in the by-laws.  We are announcing a proposed amendment to the by-laws and will be voting to make these changes at the next meeting.  The 5 Vice Presidents and their responsibilities are:
	Succession Order
	Title
	Current Officer
	Email

	1
	President Elect
	(Vacant)
	presidentelect@hwpta.org

	2
	Vice President of Fundraising
	(Vacant)
	vp2@hwpta.org

	3
	Vice President of Technology and Communications
	Colleen Line
	vp3@hwpta.org

	4
	Vice President of Volunteer and Member Services
	Marina Matthes
	vp4@hwpta.org

	5
	Vice President of Ways and Means
	Jennifer Arakelian
	vp5@hwpta.org


NEW BUSINESS

We need to recruit a 6th Grade Luncheon Chair.  We have a lot of volunteers but need someone to oversee the effort.

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, March 4, 7:30 p.m., preceded by Principal’s coffee at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.



Kelly Rowell, Recording Secretary

The minutes were:

__________
approved as written

_____X_____
approved as corrected

Date:
__March 4, 2009____
