Hunters Woods PTA Meeting

November 5, 2008

The regular meeting of the Hunters Woods PTA was held on November 5, 2008 at the Hunters Woods Elementary School Library.  The meeting was called to order at 7:32 pm by PTA Vice President Marina Matthes.

The October 2, 2008 meeting minutes were read and approved as corrected.

CORRESPONDENCE
None

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Marina Matthes

Thanks to all the art teachers for their assistance with the Original Works projects.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Pam DeLillio

The Wachovia bank account closed this month.  Sally Foster sales for the year are currently down compared to last year, but we expect to close or eliminate the gap once online sales are totaled.  Fall Harvest Festival and Membership are ahead of budget.  Fixed asset purchases include the purchase of sno-cone, popcorn, and cotton candy machines. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Olivia Toatley

The 1st quarter has ended.  Students had an opportunity to ask questions of Richard Garriott, a space explorer on the International Space Station.  There is a link to the webcast of this program on the Hunters Woods website.  The current enrollment of the school is 984 students.  

We have received some complaints about traffic and safety issues at Kiss & Ride.  An officer from the Office of Safety & Security will be observing the Kiss & Ride in the coming days to determine if there are ways to improve traffic and safety.  Parents should be patient at Kiss & Ride and be careful about parking on the side of the road and ensuring that children cross the street safely.  Students are continuing to arrive at Kiss & Ride after 8:35 a.m.  Teachers must leave the Kiss & Ride area at 8:35 a.m. to prepare for their classes; Kiss & Ride is unattended after this time.

Marina Matthes suggested a PSA about Kiss & Ride safety on WHWE.

Mrs. Toatley is going to investigate the unresponsiveness of SACC to the doorbell in the early morning timeframe.

Mrs. Toatley recognized Katie Le & Carol Defillipo for their article published in the Journal for the Association of Supervision & Curriculum Development (ACSD) about Socratic seminars they held with 5 & 6 year olds.

JEiTs (Junior Engineers in Training) is a new program for 5th & 6th grade girls selected by teachers to explore engineering, science, and math.  It is being lead by Fionnuala Quinn on Tuesday mornings before school.

TEACHER’S REPORT
Cheryl Goodwin
The 3rd grade teachers and students thank the PTA for support of their rocks & minerals field trip.  Students spent 1 ½ hours with a geologist.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Sally Foster
Nancy Mamros
Based on the current economic situation, we are happy with the results of the Sally Foster sales.

Thanks to Mrs. Negri for volunteering her 5th & 6th grade students to help with the Sally Foster delivery.

This year, Sally Foster gave us $600 in participation funds.  We used this to bring a storyteller to the school and to purchase gift certificates for the book fair.

We continue to sell Entertainment Books through November 12th.  We haven’t had a good response to date.  We need to sell at least 100 books to receive 50% profit.  A sample copy of the Entertainment Book is in the office.

Directory
Marina Matthes 
Maureen Becker submitted a report stating that the draft is ready.  It will be in the office for parents to review.  Once corrections are done it will be sent to printing.  The directory should be available the week of November 17th.  All families and teachers will receive a copy.
Spelling Bee
Jennifer Arakelian

Thanks to Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Toatley, and Mrs. Porter for all their support for the Spelling Bee.  Based on the results of written pretests, 2 students in each 2nd – 6th grade class have been invited to participate in the Spelling Bee.  Responses are due back tomorrow; about half have already been returned.  We will have three study sessions – one each month between now and the bee.  Each speller will receive a binder to help them study.  Students will receive a t-shirt.  The winner of the HWES Spelling Bee qualifies for the Fairfax County Spelling Bee.  The bee will be held on February 5th; we are working to determine the time of day.
3 For Me
Deb Kaspar

We’ve had a really good response to this program.  We’d like to get recognition to those who’ve completed three volunteer hours at the school.  We are working to paint a vine in the front hallway, adding die-cut leaves with names volunteers.  We could use some help inputting the forms.  

Book Fair
Jennifer Arakelian

We need volunteers to help at the book fair.  Please sign up for a block of time between November 17th & 21st.

Odyssey of the Mind
Kishore Nadella
Registration forms are due November 12th.  Once forms are in, teams will be formed.  Coaches’ training is on November 15th.  We would like to increase teachers’ participation as judges for the event.  Participation can count toward teachers’ training and provide recertification credits.

Original Works
Marina Matthes
We had about $9,000 in sales.  Since each item has a different profit margin, the net profit is still being calculated.  The company gave us certificates we will use to purchase a garden flag to display outside.

Sock Hop
Trellis Evans
We need volunteers for Friday.  We need to monitor the doors from the gym to the outside.  Baked goods may be dropped off at Kiss & Ride Friday morning or at the PTA Office.  We will be collecting non-perishable for FISH.

Special Education Committee
Cheri Smith

We met with Mrs. Toatley and Mrs. Russell to determine the role of the committee.  Inclusive Schools week is December 1st – 5th.  We will be working to familiarize people with what inclusive schools week is and celebrate the inclusivity of the school, including a display in the library, a banner at the school entrance, Tuesday folder flyer, teacher & staff appreciation, and a “Where the heck is Matt?” video clip.  The video shows Matt traveling the world and dancing with different peoples – the theme is “everyone is the same”.  We are planning our first parent meeting for January.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

PTA By-Laws Change

At last month’s PTA meeting we proposed an amendment to the by-laws to change from 1 Vice President to up to 5 Vice Presidents.  Ellen Marin motioned to accept the amendment to the by-laws.  Nancy Mamros seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Mini Grants

1. Mini Grant – Saturday Academy for Arts & Sciences requested $500 for start up costs.  The Academy will expand the magnet programs of the school outside the walls of the school.  Programs will include Music, Dance, Visual Arts, Culinary Nutrition, and Strategies to help your child learn to read.  It will be held at the Southgate Recreation Center, a facility used by many of our students.  Katie Le is leading the effort and is working with students at George Mason’s Visual and Performing Arts.  The Academy is currently in the planning phase and is looking for start up funds.  Jennifer Arakelian motioned to approve the mini grant.  Ellen Marin seconded the motion.  The motion passed with one opposed.

2. Mini Grant – The Reading Specialists request $567 for registration fees to send 3 classroom teachers to a Word Study workshop.  Kishore Nadella motioned to approve the mini grant.  Cheryl Goodwin seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
3. Mini Grant – The Art Teachers are considering the Artist in Residence program for this year.  We would like to work with a local artist who works in mosaics.  The total cost would be $5,520.  The materials used are expensive; the artist has waived the majority of her fee.  We would put a mosaic on the wall along the sidewalk in the front of the school.  Sixth graders would work with the artist to develop the design, future sixth graders could extend it.  The PTA Executive Committee will discuss this at their next meeting to see if we can fund this project.
Epilepsy Awareness Week
Deborah Lannen
There is an Epilepsy Awareness Walk on November 15th.  There will be refreshments and face painting.  T-shirt will be given to walkers who raise $20 in donations.  Registration is at 9 a.m. followed by the opening ceremony at 9:30 a.m.

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 3rd, 7:30 p.m., preceded by Principal’s coffee at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.



Kelly Rowell, Recording Secretary

The minutes were:

__________
approved as written

__________
approved as corrected

Date:
______________
