Hunters Woods PTA Meeting
September 3, 2008

The regular meeting of the Hunters Woods PTA was held on September 3, 2008 at the Hunters Woods Elementary School Library.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by PTA President Susan Sather.

The meeting began with introductions of those who were in attendance.

The August 5, 2008 meeting minutes were read and approved as corrected.

CORRESPONDENCE
None

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Susan Sather

Susan thanked all the volunteers who helped with Back to School events:

Raba Letteri for the Teacher Breakfast

Jo Brown and Sam Nims for Open House Pizza

All the volunteers who helped with first day folders

Raba Letteri for apparel sales at the Open House

Marina Matthes for the Volunteer Fair

Malinda Goodrich for the calendar creation

Jennifer Arakelian for membership sales

Susan Brownsword and family for the school supplies

The Volunteer Fair was this evening and continues tomorrow.  

We need volunteers to help with PTA Membership sales and greeters at back to school nights next week.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Pam DeLillio

The books are currently closed, will be re-opened after audit this month and budget approval.  Proposed budget was posted on the PTA website.  We will vote on the proposed budget tonight.  We are switching banks to reduce fees.  The transfer of funds will take some time to clear which could impact fulfillment of check requests.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Olivia Toatley

We had a successful 1st day of school and a great 2 days so far – there is a contagious excitement for the new school year.  We are fully staffed with the exception of one 4th grade class.  Due to large enrollment, we decided to open an additional 4th grade GT class.  Mrs. Lindberg is currently teaching this class as a long-term substitute to allow us to take our time to search for the best possible permanent teacher.  We felt this was a better option than regrouping the classes during the school year.  We should have final enrollment numbers next week.

We have a new computer-based sign-in system at the school.  It prints a sticker with visitor’s name and tracks hours in the school.  Visitors must sign out when leaving.

We are starting a new program to add activities in the morning before school starts – from 7:30 – 8:15 a.m. – called “Early Morning Academy”.  We are looking at activities to schedule during this time – maybe Odyssey of the Mind.  The building is tightly scheduled – especially by the community after 5 p.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fall Harvest Festival
Jennifer Davis Heffner
Committees will be meeting the week of September 15th.  Some new games are planned for this year.  We need help to set up games the evening of October 17th – this is a great opportunity for dads to get involved.  Information is being sent home via Tuesday folders and email including a “Save the Date” flyer this Tuesday.

Yearbook 
Jennifer Davis Heffner

Yearbook planning begins Tuesday, September 9th.

Teacher Breakfasts
Raba Letteri

Thanks to all the parents who donated food.  For the past several years, the same group of parents has donated food.  We need to involve new parents in this activity.

Chalk for Peace/Sno-Cone Social
Susan Sather

Students will be working on chalk drawings all week during school.  We will have sno-cones this year.  We need someone to coordinate volunteers for the sno-cone machine.


Sally Foster
Chrissy Tobias
Packet assembly is taking place on Friday, September 5th, from 9 a.m. until finish in the Black Box Theater.  This involves affixing a student label and parent letter to each packet and then delivering them to the appropriate classroom so they can be put in next week’s Tuesday folders.  Other important dates:

	Wednesday, October 1
	Student orders due to teachers

	Thursday, October 2 & 
Thursday, October 9

	Order tallying beginning at 9 a.m. until finish at Chrissy Tobias’ house (11607 Clipstone Ln, Reston).  Volunteers needed for data entry.

	Friday, October 31

	Sally Foster delivery to school.  Volunteers needed beginning at 9 a.m. until finish for sorting and delivery of orders to classrooms.

	Monday, November 3 & 

Tuesday, November 4
	Parents pickup their child’s orders at teacher conferences.


Directory
Susan Sather

There is a full staff in place to do all of the work for the directory, but we need someone to oversee the process.
Grocery Store Programs
Stephanie Grubbs

Our registrations with Safeway and Giant are both up and running and ready for people to register their own cards.  Cards must be reregistered every year.  Information on how to register cards is on the PTA website on the Fundraising page.

Membership
Susan Brownsword

A volunteer is needed to do the data entry from the Membership forms.  Online membership sign up is available on the PTA website.  Membership fliers are going home Tuesday.

Back to School Nights
Susan Sather
Back to School Nights are next week.

3 For Me
Deb Kaspar

3 For Me is a new program we’re starting this year to encourage everyone to do a little – 3 hours of time throughout the school year. Participants complete Pledge Forms promising to give 3 hours to the school.  When time is given, participants fill out Parent Hour Slips and turn them in to the 3 For Me mailbox (may also be completed online).  When someone reaches 3 hours, his/her name will be put on the recognition vine.  PTA meetings count towards 3 For Me hours.

Parent Craft Corner
Susan Sather

We will have a Parent Craft Corner the 3rd Thursday of the month (2nd or 3rd Thursday in the winter) starting September 18th from 7 – 9 p.m. in the Library.  It is a time for informal conversation and crafting.  We can share, teach, and learn new crafts.  Not a time to discuss PTA business.

Bus Driver & Crossing Guard Appreciation
Malinda Goodrich

Bus Driver & Crossing Guard Appreciation week will be the 2nd week of October.

Cafeteria and Custodial Appreciation
Tami Holsten

The Cafeteria and Custodial Appreciation luncheon is scheduled for the 3rd week of October.  While Tami has done this on her own in the past, she’d love some help setting up, picking up food, or cleaning up.

Involvement Committee
Jennifer Arakelian

We’ve created this committee to create speaking points to provide a consistent answer to what the PTA does and why it is important.  We’d like to help people find a way to help that doesn’t take too much time.

Hunter’s Horn


Hunter’s Horn is the PTA newsletter, distributed once a month.  Carine Newberry is the editor.  Articles may be submitted to newsletter@hunterswoodspta.org.  In addition, we will be sending out weekly e-newsletters when the PTN website has been updated with contact information.  For now, messages are going through KIT thanks to Mrs. Toatley.

Box Tops

We are trying to increase return on each box top submitted.  Target is offering double points through October.  A flier will be sent home in Tuesday folders to push families to turn in their box tops now to get them in to count for this promotion.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

We need volunteers to fill the following open jobs:

· FLEX Co-Chairs

· Odyssey of the Mind Coordinator

· Talent Share Co-Chair

· International Festival Talent Show

· Directory Production

· Babysitting at PTA Meetings Coordinator

· School Supplies Coordinator
NEW BUSINESS
Marina Matthes motioned to correct last month’s meeting minutes to reflect that the 2008 – 2009 PTA budget would be approved at the 1st PTA meeting of the school year.  This information was correctly noted on the PTA website.  Maureen Becker seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Shashi Ravishankar motioned to approve the 2008 – 2009 PTA budget.  Maureen Becker seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Yvette Braganz is our new Risograph chair.  As a reminder, Risograph is used for school-wide and grade-wide distribution, not individual classes.  Fliers to Risograph must be approved by Mrs. Toatley.  email a copy of your flier along with the risograph request form to risograph@hunterswoodspta.org and Mrs. Toatley.  Mrs. Toatley will email approval.  Risograph requests must be in by Thursday at Noon prior to the Tuesday you want it to distributed in Tuesday folders.  Last year’s fliers are available as a guide.  Anything that goes out from the PTA must include the PTA logo, which may be added by the Risograph volunteers.

Mini Grants

1. Mini Grant – Wendy Pierce, Art Teacher, requested $190.29 for books from museum bookstores to supplement the Art classrooms.  Aileen Thompson motioned to approve the mini grant.  Kim Sigle seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

2. Mini Grant – Kristyn Leniart, 5th grade teacher, requested $500 for science consumables or perishables to support hands on learning in 5th grade classrooms (general education).  Maureen Becker motioned to approve the mini grant.  Shashi Ravishankar seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
3. Mini Grant – Kristyn Leniart, 5th grade teacher, requested $300 for books and materials to support the Social Studies/Science curriculum in 5th grade classrooms (GT).  Maureen Becker motioned to approve the mini grant.  Shashi Ravishankar seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
4. Mini Grant – Kristyn Leniart, 5th grade teacher, requested $200 to support the SCA.  Colleen Line motioned to approve the mini grant.  Marisa Besselievre seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Next Meeting:  Thursday, October 2nd, 7:30 p.m., preceded by Principal’s coffee at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.



Kelly Rowell, Recording Secretary

The minutes were:

__________
approved as written

__________
approved as corrected

Date:
______________
